
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2013  
To: Hall, Jeffrey M COL SAS  
Subject: Colonel Hall, doing "business as usual" is not working, we need the USACE to better 
manage lake levels  
  
Colonel Hall, My family has owned property on Lake Hartwell with docks for over 7 years.  My 
two young sons love to canoe, fish, and swim, and boat in the lake.  They, like my wife and I, 
have seen and experienced the impact of poor management of the lake levels over these 
years.  We have seen the devastation to the local economy, marinas and all the local 
businesses, property values, and ability for all the recreational users to enjoy the lake brought 
on by the poor management of the lake levels.  Down one year some 26 feet.  Down other years 
12 to 14 feet.   
 
We need the USACE to actively work to counter the environmental organizations, such as 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, that seek to control, without the use of science or common 
sense, the reckless release of water downstream during droughts.  They threaten to litigate any 
changes by USACE because of their desire to control the flow of water, not based on science or 
common sense, just as a mechanism of control.  We must strive to put in place a more effective 
drought contingency plan for Lake Hartwell and Lake Thurmond, as the current plan is obviously 
inadequate, just look at the wild swings in the lake levels during the past several years. 
 
I read every “Balancing the Basin” newsletter that comes out and what I perceive is an 
organization that is conducting business based on a set of antiquated policies and rules from 
decades ago who are and afraid of making any changes, even those backed by studies, 
science, and common sense.  I myself believe that we need to take into account environmental 
concerns, but it is clear to me that the USACE is afraid of making any changes, even those that 
are backed by common sense, studies, science, and accountability to all the stakeholders, 
including recreational users.  The first line of defense of any policy changes is “we need to study 
more and get feedback from downstream stakeholders”.  Then it is said that “some stakeholders 
say any reduction in releases will adversely impact them” without any specifics or scientific proof 
of detriment whatsoever from these opposing organizations.  The result is a lack of action to 
help mitigate a serious problem. 
 
I read the “Save Our Lakes Now” drought proposal plan.  It seems to be a common sense 
plan… if you consistently release more water over a year’s period than what nature provides, 
you are no longer “Balancing the Basin”, instead it is being destroyed based on inadequate 
management of lake levels.  
 
Please help by doing everything within your power to making the drought contingency changes 
that need to be made… look at the wild swings of lake levels in Thurmond and Hartwell… the 
plans and policies they have in place are antiquated and need to be adjusted based on common 
sense, scientific facts, and studies that have already taken place.  We need your help to push 
these controlling environmental organizations to wake up and realize that business as usual is a 
failure… look at the lake level history over the past several years… Operating with their “head in 
the sand” leads to the devastating fluctuations in the lake levels that we have experienced over 
the 7 years we have been on the lake.  We need your help to “beat the drums” for changes to 
these destructive policies and rules.     
 


